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Still, though we not define it 
in words, I hold we can imagine a 
“self” transcendent of time and 
space and communion transcendent 
of time and space between all of us 
as such selves. 


Something must be added as to 
the beginning and ending of such 
selves, for all written on the sub- 
ject appears to me mere beating of 
the air. I hold that the question 
does not, cannot, arise. 


| What do we mean by any begin- 
ning or ending? To raise the ques- 
tion we must have sequence in time. 
Think of any beginning, any ending 
of anything. The thought is mean- 
ingless, cannot exist, unless subject 
to the conditioning of time. Con- 
sider, for instance, the general con- 
fusion of thought as to memory: try 
to condition your storage of memory 
in time. You cannot. You condi- 
tion it in the past in time? But, if 
so, how can you at any moment in 
the present passing now take out 
any part of your storage and use it 
in the present. 


For the self under consideration 
we have transcendence of time, that 
is, the very condition (time) that 
we require for the existence of any 
beginning or ending is absent. We 
must use some such word as tran- 
scendence, for there is in us a power 
subsuming thought, a power I term 
insight. And this power opens to 
us a universe wider than the uni- 
verse of thought. But, if transcend- 
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ence exist, it has no language: for 
language is the language of thought. 
It can find expression only in the 
negative. So, in transcendence of 
ideas, we must hold that for the soul 
there is transcendence of beginning 
and ending. 


Metempsychosis which has always 
held such wide sway over mankind 
may have—I do not say has—some- 
basis in truth. For we can imagine 
the soul of man making a pilgrimage 
in embodiment from manifestation 
in the form of an oyster through 
manifestations in evolution to the 
form of man and thence onward. 


But now we are only concerned 
with the fact that any question as to 
a beginning or ending for the self 
in question may be ignored. 


Down from the ages, as before 
stated ,there have been countless at- 
tempts to determine the location of 
what is termed, the soul, the ego, the 
self or personality — it matters not 
now what we term this ultimate 
something. For, I repeat, we must 
start all reasoning with an assump- 
tion that we exist as self-conscious 
subjects or (as some hold) beings. 
And all reasoning has, I think, 
started under the influence of the 
preconceived idea of some indissol- 
uble link between personality and 
bodily form.. This is why reasoning 
has given location to the “self,” 
and so has always failed. But now 
we treat this ‘‘self’’ as non-physical 
though manifest through the phy- 
sical. What ground then have we 
for locating it anywhere in space? 
We have no ground left at all. Rea- 
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